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SUBJECT == Full Text: SALT 


JOHN CHANCELLOR: . The SALT treaty on: limiting nuclear 
arms is one of the most complicated documents to come along in 
years. In its terminology, In its concepts, and in its subtle 
provisions. 


When this treaty gets to the US Senate it's going to 
set off a tengthy and bitter debate. In all probability the 
most important debate of the Carter administration. 


And tet it be said, a treaty of this importance 
demands tengthy public exposition and arguments, not only in the 
Senate but among informed citizens as well. , 


SALT is an issue on which patriots can differ. And . 
if the wrong decisions are made, the future of the world could 
be changed in a fatally dangerous manner. Nuclear war could 
result some time in the 1980s. 


The problem is that millions of Americans don't know 
what the tetters S-A-L-T stand for. The answer is: Strategic 
Arms Limitation Talks. Not to mention all the other elements 


such as MIRVs, throw weight, counterforce strategy and verifi- 
cation. 


The language of strategic arms control Is archaic. 
The concepts of structuring and limiting nuclear forces are 


complex enough to tax our most intelligent scholars. Their 
debates are carried on in terms which, | would guess, fewer 
than one percent of ali Americans fully understand. And to- 


put it plainly, not all of the Members of the US Senate fully 
understand. There are some who do know but many who don't. 
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